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portrait?' said Victoire. Then Mama told Victoire how Madame de Trafford had lost the portrait out of her ring, and F£lix took it back to her. It was when F61ix took back the portrait that I first remembered he had been a soldier of the old Napoleon, and was even then in receipt of a pension for his services in the Moscow campaign.
" F^lix refused the napoleon Madame de Trafford had offered as a reward; but she insisted on his having it, so he took it, and wears it on his watch-chain always: he almost looks upon it as a talisman."
As Italima and Esmeralda saw more of Madame de Trafford; they learned that she was the second wife of Mr. Trafford of Wroxham in Norfolk. He did not live with her,, because lie said that when he married her he intended to marry Mademoiselle Mar-tine Larmignac, but lie did not intend to marry " Haricot/' as she called the spirit — " the voice " — which spoke through her lips, and live with Maricot he would not. He showed his wife every possible attention,, and placed implicit confidence in her. He left her entire control of her fortune. He constantly visited her, and always came to take leave of her when she set off on any of her journeys; but he could not live with her.
One clay Italima received a letter from her eldest son Francis, who said that lie knew she would not believe him, but that Mr. B. was a penniless bankrupt, and that she wotild receive no more money from him. She did not believe Francis a bit, still the letter made her anxious and uncomfortable: no money had come in answer to lier repeated letters, and there were many things at Geneva to be paid for. That

